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ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call under rule XXII be 
waived with respect to the cloture vote 
on the motion to proceed to H.R. 36. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

WOMEN’S HEALTH 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is said 
you cannot make the same mistake 
twice because the second time it is a 
choice, it is not a mistake. I repeat: It 
is said you cannot make the same mis-
take twice because the second time you 
make it, it is a choice. On every issue, 
Republicans are choosing to employ 
the same failed strategy they have 
tried time and time again. They are 
making choices. Over and over again, 
they drag Congress and the American 
people through votes that are nothing 
more than publicity stunts, solely de-
signed to boost their conservative 
records. 

Today we stand in the midst of yet 
another show vote designed to honor 
the political wish lists of extremists. 
Once again, Republicans have decided 
to place a woman’s health at the center 
of their ideological campaign. We have 
seen this tactic before. It does not 
work. 

Americans are tired of the Repub-
lican attacks on the health of women. 
Earlier this year, Republicans manipu-
lated a bill. The bill was to help vic-
tims of human trafficking. They turned 
it into a political football by attaching 
ideological abortion riders. They have 
tried to repeatedly cut off funds for 
Planned Parenthood, a critical safety 
net provider for women. 

Now today, in the face of a govern-
ment shutdown, they decide to waste 
the Senate’s time on a 20-week abor-
tion ban. Every Senator in this body 
knows this bill is going nowhere. This 
attack is a waste of time. The bill on 
its merits is no good. It will accom-
plish nothing. By holding today’s vote, 
the Republican leader is pandering to 
the rightwing extremists in his party 
who are willing to take our govern-
ment hostage, trying to score nothing 
more than political points. 

The time for partisan politics is over. 
The Senate, our government, cannot 
afford to be subjected to meaningless 
attacks on the health of women. We 
will be in session for only 2 more days 
this week. The House will not convene 
today or tomorrow. On October 1 the 
government will run out of money. 
With or without the stamp of approval 
Republicans are so desperately seeking, 
on October 1 the government will be 
out of money. 

Republicans should end their par-
tisan attack on women and join Demo-

crats in carrying out one of our pri-
mary responsibilities as elected offi-
cials, as Members of Congress, and that 
is to keep the government doors open. 
Actions speak louder than words. 
These partisan attacks on the health of 
women, led by Republicans and the 
leader specifically today, will not only 
push Congress to the brink of another 
government shutdown—we are there. It 
would show once again that Repub-
licans would rather attack women’s 
health than keep their obligation to 
the American people. 

On Thursday we are going to be in a 
very difficult time squeeze. We are 
going to have another vote, abortion 
related, on Planned Parenthood, and 
then we are going to have to try to fig-
ure out a way to fund the government. 
This responsibility is on the Repub-
licans. They control the House and the 
Senate. It is not our responsibility. We 
will help in any way we can. We have 
not held up anything procedurally. We 
do not intend to do that. We want to 
move forward and get the government 
funded. But we are at a crossroads 
here. I am not sure we can make it 
with the time set because of all of 
these unnecessary votes that have been 
scheduled by the Republican leader 
these last couple of weeks. I hope we 
can make it and not have to see the 
government shut down again. But, you 
know, we have seen that before. The 
American people have been to that 
rodeo before. Who has suffered? The 
American people. 

I would hope the Republican leader 
has a plan to help us get out of this 
morass they have created. We will do 
everything we can within reason to 
make sure the American people are 
treated fairly in the upcoming spend-
ing bills, but we have to get there by 
October 1. 

Will the Chair announce the business 
of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD 
PROTECTION ACT—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 36, which the clerk will 
report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 230, 
H.R. 36, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn 
children, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 11 
a.m. will be equally divided between 
the leaders or their designees. 

The assistant Democratic leader. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 

like to address the issue before the 

Senate. It relates to the divisive and 
controversial issue of abortion. It 
comes at an unusual moment in the 
history of the Congress. 

This week, for the first time, the 
Pope will be addressing a joint session 
of Congress. It was 50 years ago when 
the first Pope visited the United 
States. The arrival of Pope Francis 
this week is a cause of great celebra-
tion to people from my State of Illinois 
and across this Nation because of their 
respect for his leadership of the Catho-
lic Church. It calls to question, of 
course, the relationship between reli-
gion and our government. 

This summer I finished a book called 
‘‘Mayflower,’’ which told the story of 
the Pilgrims coming to the United 
States, settling in in our country, 
looking for a new opportunity but 
looking more than anything for free-
dom of religious belief. They were fol-
lowed by scores and thousands of oth-
ers who came for the same reason. 

My mother was an immigrant to this 
country, brought here at the age of 2. 
Her mother brought her and her sister 
and brother to our shores for a variety 
of reasons. But there is one thing that 
sticks out in that journey. Up in my of-
fice I have something that my grand-
mother carried across the ocean from 
Lithuania to the United States. It was 
a Roman Catholic prayer book written 
in Lithuanian. It was contraband in 
1911 in Lithuania for her to possess it 
because the Russians were in control 
and the Russians were imposing the or-
thodox religion and making it difficult 
to practice the Catholic religion. I 
never knew my grandmother, but she 
was one brave lady to bring three kids 
across the ocean and stick in her bag 
that prayer book which meant so much 
to her, that prayer book which she 
could use in the United States of Amer-
ica without the government telling her 
she could not. 

We have tried to strike the right bal-
ance between religion and our democ-
racy from the beginning. I believe our 
Founding Fathers got it right. They 
said three things in the Constitution 
about religion: first, that each of us 
would have the freedom to worship as 
we choose or to choose not to worship; 
second, that the government would not 
choose a religion and that we would 
not have an official government reli-
gion; and third, that there would be no 
religious test for public office in Amer-
ica. 

I thought those were settled prin-
ciples, but this Presidential campaign 
suggests otherwise. We had the out-
rageous suggestion by a Republican 
Presidential candidate this last week-
end that a Muslim should never serve 
as President of the United States. I 
would think that a man of his back-
ground and learning would at least 
take the time to understand our Con-
stitution and the express provision 
which says that he is wrong, that there 
will never by a religious litmus test to 
serve in public office in the United 
States. 
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